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Lo Svor 1919 until the fall of 1951, Rumanian troops annually conducted field 
uxercises in the Cincul Mare (R 36/8 71) - Merrhindeal (R 36/8 61) = “ovile 
Oi6/R 72) = Bareut (R 36/R 82) — Soars (R 36/R OL) area. With the exception 
of some Soviet officers accompanied by Rumanian officers, no Soviet Lroops 
were nobiced, The training area was also used ty Rumanian troops before Vorid 
var IT. fn the summer of 1950, civilians were evacuated from all villazes 
within the area. No barracks buildines or other permanent instellations were 
lmown to exliet in the training area, Since 1950. most of the units have been 
accemmodated in vent cams, The training area was off-limits to civilians 
owly during the period of field exercises. 


2, Sinee 19149, the annual suemer exercises have bean held during the period fron 
rmareh to Aurust., Yost of the troops arrived by read on the Voila (R 35/7 79) = 
Cincul - Merghindeal highway. In late August 1951, a unit leaving the “raining 
aurea was entrained at the Voila railroad station for shipment toward Sibiu 
“R 35/R 20). According to scldiers belonging to the various units, the troovs 
came Trom the Galati (Rh 55/Z 25) + Draila (R 55/Z 13) area and from Bucharest. 


3o Yost of the treops ebserved in the training area were infantry units, There 
were several thousand men and they wore red, black and purple service colors. 
“heir equipment included ionr and short Rumanian rifles; rapid-fire rifles 
resembling short carbines, with a band of perforated sheet metal around thea 
upper part of the barrel near the mazzle; submachine guns with drwe and clip 
magazines; airecooled, box mayasine (Kastenmmaragin) machine guns without 

a butt, mounted on tripods; and air=cooled machine cuns with butt. ALL scldiars 
had jas masks. Some of the masks had the filter mounted on the fare piece 

and other masks had a connecting hese to the filter carried on the soldiers! 
pack, % 


4o She number cf artillery pieces involved in the field exercises wan rather sali. 
est of the artillery pieces cbserved were horse~drawn. There wore two “ypes 

of guns: one fun was of abont %O=mm, had a barrel about 2.5 meters longs, a 

fun shield without side plates, a split-trail carriage, two woeels with woodm 
epok2s, a small pivot wheel below the trail, and was Grawn without a limber 

ty a team of six horses harnessed directly to the trail, The other fun, which 
ves drawn in the same manner, was of about LOO-=mm, had a barrel projecting 
ebout 1.5 meters beyond the sun shield, a split-etrail carriare » two wooden=spoke 
vheals and a small wheel below the grail. A few of the above cuns were towed 


-25xX1 


i 
a 
4 


Approved For Release 2002/08/08 : CIA-RDP&2-6045/§R011000050006-2 | : 25X1 


25X1 
25X1 


25X1 
25X1 


by trucks, with the fun crewa riding on the trucks. wt 


as 


AA guns observed in the training area were of about lf=mm, drawn with a limber 
ny a team of four horses, had a harrel about 2 meters in length, tao dick 
wneels with pneumatic tires and an cutriggeretype gun mount. T)e two vheels 
were ramoved during the process of unuiLinbering. 


6, lio tanks were observed during, the 1951 field exercises. However, seven tanks 
ware seen onee in 1950, Their cracks and suspensions were like T-24s. 


fo In addition to horse—drawn vehicles, the troops were equipped with a larpe 
norber of trucks, including tam differant versions of three-sxle vehicles with 
fateline engines and benches, used for the transportation of trooes, #11 tracks 
Were 
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o ees Rumanian soldiers were doing construction 
work north of a hill between Merghindeal and Novile in the swener of 1951, The 
purpsee of thie conatruction work wes not known. 


Ys A hutment of 30 to LO wocden barracks waildings, & to 10 of which were balls 
prior uo Worle War TI, was chserve! at the northern exit of Cincul Mare, om 
the west side of the road to Merghindeal. The installation was eceupied by an 
unidensified Rumanian unit throughout the period Irom 1949 to September 1951. 


tht sopnment. This is the first report bo mention horse~<iram artillery pleces 
Witious Limbers., It is believed that the Zimbers concerned were not taken slong 
for the Pield exercises, and that the trails of the artillery pieces were 
aquioped with a wheel for use only in transperting the guns. 
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